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must ensure that staff (including con-
tractors and other individuals working
under arrangement) have the necessary
education and training concerning
their duties so that they can furnish
services competently. This education
includes, but is not limited to, training
related to the individual job descrip-
tion, performance expectations, appli-
cable organizational policies and proce-
dures, and safety responsibilities.

(2) Staff must demonstrate, in prac-
tice, the skills and techniques nec-
essary to perform their duties and re-
sponsibilities.

(3) The RNHCI must evaluate the per-
formance of staff and implement meas-
ures for improvement.

§403.742 Condition of participation:
Physical environment.

A RNHCI must be designed, con-
structed, and maintained to ensure the
safety of the patients, staff, and the
public.

(a) Standard: Buildings. The physical
plant and the overall environment
must be maintained in a manner that
ensures the safety and well-being of the
patients. The RNHCI must have the
following:

(1) Emergency power for emergency
lights, for fire detection and alarm sys-
tems, and for fire extinguishing sys-
tems.

(2) Procedures for the proper storage
and disposal of trash.

(3) Proper ventilation and tempera-
ture control and appropriate lighting
levels to ensure a safe and secure envi-
ronment.

(4) A written disaster plan to address
loss of power, water, sewage, and other
emergencies.

(5) Facilities for emergency gas and
water supply.

(6) An effective pest control program.

(7) A preventive maintenance pro-
gram to maintain essential mechan-
ical, electrical, and fire protection
equipment operating in an efficient
and safe manner.

(8) A working call system for pa-
tients to summon aid or assistance.

(b) Standard: Patient rooms. Patient
rooms must be designed and equipped
for adequate care, comfort, and privacy
of the patient.
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(1) Patient rooms must meet the fol-
lowing conditions:

(i) Accommodate no more than four
patients.

(ii) Measure at least 80 square feet
per patient in multiple patient rooms
and at least 100 square feet in single
patient rooms.

(iii) Have direct access to an exit cor-
ridor.

(iv) Be designed or equipped to assure
full visual privacy for each patient.

(v) Have at least one window to the
outside.

(vi) Have a floor at or above grade
level.

(2) The RNHCI must furnish each pa-
tient with the following:

(i) A separate bed of proper size and
height for the convenience of the pa-
tient.

(ii) A clean, comfortable mattress.

(iii) Bedding appropriate to the
weather and climate.

(iv) Functional furniture appropriate
to the patient’s needs and individual
closet space with clothes racks and
shelves accessible to the patient.

(3) CMS may permit variances in re-
quirements specified in paragraphs
(b)(1)(A) and (ii) of this section relating
to rooms on an individual basis when
the RNHCI adequately demonstrates in
writing that the variances meet the
following:

(i) Are in accordance with the special
needs of the patients.

(ii) Will not adversely affect patients’
health and safety.

§403.744 Condition of participation:
Life safety from fire.

(a) General. An RNHCI must meet the
following conditions:

(1) Except as otherwise provided in
this section—

(i) The RNHCI must meet the appli-
cable provisions of the 2000 edition of
the Life Safety Code of the National
Fire Protection Association. The Di-
rector of the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister has approved the NFPA 101® 2000
edition of the Life Safety Code, issued
January 14, 2000, for incorporation by
reference in accordance with 5 U.S.C.
552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. A copy of the
Code is available for inspection at the
CMS Information Resource Center, 7500
Security Boulevard, Baltimore, MD or
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at the National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA). For informa-
tion on the availability of this mate-
rial at NARA, call 202-741-6030, or go
to: hitp://www.archives.gov/
federal register/

code of federal regulations/

ibr _locations.html. Copies may be ob-
tained from the National Fire Protec-
tion Association, 1 Batterymarch Park,
Quincy, MA 02269. If any changes in
this edition of the Code are incor-
porated by reference, CMS will publish
notice in the FEDERAL REGISTER to an-
nounce the changes.

(ii) Chapter 19.3.6.3.2, exception num-
ber 2 of the adopted Life Safety Code
does not apply to an RNHCI.

(2) The RNHCI must have written fire
control plans that contain provisions
for prompt reporting of fires; extin-
guishing fires; protection of patients,
staff, and the public; evacuation; and
cooperation with fire fighting authori-
ties.

(3) The RNHCI must maintain writ-
ten evidence of regular inspection and
approval by State or local fire control
agencies.

(4) Notwithstanding any provisions of
the 2000 edition of the Life Safety Code
to the contrary, the RNHCI may place
alcohol-based hand rub dispensers in
its facility if—

(i) Use of alcohol-based hand rub dis-
pensers does not conflict with any
State or local codes that prohibit or
otherwise restrict the placement of al-
cohol-based hand rub dispensers in
health care facilities;

(ii) The dispensers are installed in a
manner that minimizes leaks and spills
that could lead to falls;

(iii) The dispensers are installed in a
manner that adequately protects
against inappropriate access;

(iv) The dispensers are installed in
accordance with chapter 18.3.2.7 or
chapter 19.3.2.7 of the 2000 edition of
the Life Safety Code, as amended by
NFPA Temporary Interim Amendment
00-1(101), issued by the Standards Coun-
cil of the National Fire Protection As-
sociation on April 15, 2004. The Direc-
tor of the Office of the Federal Register
has approved NFPA Temporary In-
terim Amendment 00-1(101) for incorpo-
ration by reference in accordance with
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copy of the amendment is available for
inspection at the CMS Information Re-
source Center, 7500 Security Boulevard,
Baltimore, MD and at the Office of the
Federal Register, 800 North Capitol
Street NW., Suite 700, Washington, DC.
Copies may be obtained from the Na-
tional Fire Protection Association, 1
Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02269;
and

(v) The dispensers are maintained in
accordance with dispenser manufac-
turer guidelines.

(b) Ezceptions. (1) If application of the
Life Safety Code required under para-
graph (a)(1) of this section would result
in unreasonable hardship upon the
RNHCI, CMS may waive specific provi-
sions of the Life Safety Code, but only
if the waiver does not adversely affect
the health and safety of patients.

(2) If CMS finds that the fire and
safety code imposed by State law ade-
quately protects patients in the insti-
tution, the provisions of the Life Safe-
ty Code required in paragraph (a)(1) of
this section do not apply in that State.

(c) Phase-in period. Beginning March
13, 2006, an RNHCI must be in compli-
ance with Chapter 19.2.9, Emergency
Lighting. Beginning March 13, 2006,
Chapter 19.3.6.3.2, exception number 2
does not apply to RNHCIs.

[64 FR 67047, Nov. 30, 1999, as amended at 68
FR 1385, Jan. 10, 2003; 69 FR 18803, Apr. 9,
2004; 69 FR 49240, Aug. 11, 2004; 70 FR 15237,
Mar. 25, 2005; 70 FR 71007, Nov. 25, 2005; 71 FR
55339, Sept. 22, 2006]

§403.746 Condition of participation:
Utilization review.

The RNHCI must have in effect a
written utilization review plan to as-
sess the necessity of services furnished.
The plan must provide that records be
maintained of all meetings, decisions,
and actions by the utilization review
committee.

(a) Standard: Utilization review plan.
The utilization review plan must con-
tain written procedures for evaluating
the following:

(1) Admissions.

(2) Duration of care.

(3) Continuing care of an extended
duration.

(4) Items and services furnished.

(b) Standard: Utilication review com-

5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. A mittee. The committee is responsible
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